
About the American Motorcyclist Association

The American Motorcyclist Association is a 250,000-member-plus organization with an
unparalleled history of pursuing, protecting and promoting the interests of the world’s largest
and most dedicated group of motorcycle enthusiasts. Founded in 1924, the AMA exists to
further the interests of American motorcyclists, while serving the needs of its members. 

The AMA is the premier defender of motorcyclists’ rights in the United States. The work 
of the AMA Government Relations Department extends beyond AMA members to all 
motorcyclists. Staff members ferret out bad laws and anti-motorcycling discrimination at the
local, state, federal and corporate level. When critical issues and problems arise, education,
common sense, political clout and, when necessary, compromise are used to make changes
beneficial to all riders–even those who aren’t AMA members. 

The AMA is also the world’s largest motorsports sanctioning body. Its AMA Pro Racing 
division oversees more than 80 national-level racing events all over the United States, from
the high banks of Daytona and the high jumps of Supercross to the shoulder-to-shoulder
combat of dirt-track racing and the explosive action of hillclimbs. The AMA’s Member Events
& Entertainment Department coordinates thousands of amateur races with dozens of 
competition classes for everyone from grade-school kids to senior riders. 

In addition, the AMA is the sole American affiliate of the Fédération Internationale de
Motocyclisme (FIM), the international governing body for motorcycle sport and touring 
activity. 

Since its founding, the AMA has relied on its chartered clubs and promoters to help advance
the goals and protect the interests of motorcyclists. Today, there are more than 1,200 
chartered clubs and promoters organizing over 3,700 road-riding and competition events
each year. 

The AMA also publishes American Motorcyclist magazine, covering every facet of 
motorcycling. In addition to the people, places and events that make up the American
motorcycling experience, the magazine offers in-depth stories on the legislative issues that
affect everyone who rides. 

AMA members enjoy dozens of benefits, including discounts on specialized insurance, 
vehicle rental, lodging, motorcycle training, eyewear and bike shipping. Those discounts, 
and optional benefits like roadside assistance and trip-routing programs, can easily pay 
back more than the $39 cost of annual dues. 

The AMA’s headquarters in Pickerington, Ohio, is also home to the Motorcycle Hall of Fame
Museum, where visitors can see a collection of vintage bikes and informative displays 
showcasing the beautiful designs and remarkable technologies that have placed motorcycles
at the leading edge of the transportation industry. 

If it’s motorcycling, the AMA is very likely involved in it.

AMA Flat Track Introduction

AMA sanctions many racing series, but the oldest and most traditional is flat track—some-
times referred to as "dirt track"--racing. Dating back to post-World War II, flat track is the
uniquely American type of motorcycle racing. Riders finesse their machines sideways through
the turns, just inches apart from each other, at speeds over 100 mph. In short, motorcycle
flat track racing provides one of the most thrilling spectacles in motorsports. 

Today, AMA Pro flat track racing is divided into two distinct classes: the Progressive
Insurance Grand National Championship and the AMA Harley-Davidson Sportster
Performance series. These classes travel under the banner of the AMA Progressive
Insurance Flat Track Championship. 

AMA Pro Racing also offers the National Hot Shoe series, which serves as a development
platform for riders aspiring to compete at the Grand National level.

AMA Grand National Championship 
History

Prior to 1954, the fast and smooth Springfield Mile at the Illinois State Fairgrounds was the
nation’s focal point for flat track racing. Although riders competed at various tracks around
the country, the Springfield Mile remained as the most prestigious event—a 25-mile race that
determined the winner of the coveted AMA National Dirt Track Championship.

In 1954, the AMA announced the establishment of a Grand National Championship series
consisting of 18 points-paying races. While the AMA Grand National Championship format
was predominantly made up of flat track events, a number of road race nationals were
included to show the versatility of machines and riders. As the sport grew and machinery
became more specialized, the AMA recognized the need to separate these two disciplines.
In 1986, flat track and road racing became two distinct AMA Championship series.

In 1997 a group of dirt track team owners, race organizers, and AMA board and staff mem-
bers developed a plan which became known as Project 2000. While the plan included new
developments in broadcasting, sponsorship and marketing of AMA dirt track racing, Project
2000 also called for measures to support young competitors coming up through the ranks,
and major changes in equipment rules.  The equipment rule changes were considered with
the goal of bringing more manufacturers and teams into dirt track racing at the Grand
National level.  

In 1998, a set of guidelines for a new 1000cc engine formula were developed by a commit-
tee of racing professionals and AMA technical staff. Shortly thereafter, designers and team
owners began to develop Honda, Suzuki, Yamaha, Ducati, and Harley-Davidson prototypes
using the 1000cc formula. These prototypes were tested during the 1999-2001 race sea-
sons as part of the AMA SuperTracker development series. 

In late 2001, performance data gleaned from the SuperTracker series was used to integrate
larger engine formulas into Grand National Championship series rules. The SuperTracker
series was discontinued at the end of the 2001 season, having served its purpose as a
development and research platform.

Today, the AMA Grand National Championship stands as the ultimate level of competition for
professional flat track racers. The Grand National Championship series features custom built
race bikes using a variety of engine types, competing on mile, half mile, short track and TT
courses. 
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Race Related Terminology

AMA American Motorcyclist Association

AMA Pro Racing The leading national sanctioning body for professional motorcycle sport 
in the world.

CC Cubic centimeters in reference to engine displacement.

Claiming Procedures for competitors to purchase motorcycles or parts that another 
competitor has used in final event competition.

Displacement The space covered or volume swept out by the engine piston at each stroke.

Disqualification Unless otherwise specified, the forfeiture of all points, awards and prizes
earned during a particular race.

Flaggers Workers stationed at various points around the track to advise riders of track 
conditions by using different color flags. Also known as “corner workers.”

Get Off A crash

Heat Race A qualifying race determining which riders advance to the main event.

High-side A crash where the rider goes over the top of the bike, as opposed to laying it
down, or a “low-side.”

Hole Shot Taking the lead into the first turn of a race.

Homologation The process of acquiring eligibility for a motorcycle to be entered in 
competition. Homologation rules are formulated to create parity among race bikes, and to
maintain a level playing field for competitors.

LCQ Last Chance Qualifying race: where a limited number of top finishers advance to the
main event.

Line The fastest way around the track, or through a particular part of the track. Can vary
with changing course conditions.

OEM Original Equipment Manufacturer.

Pit/Paddock Area primarily designated for the preparation and maintenance of race 
equipment. May also include parking for transporters and other support vehicles.

Pit crew Mechanics and/or team assistants.

Privateer A racer competing without benefit of a factory contract or major sponsor support.

Program The predetermined outline of events that make up a race.

Qualify To advance to the final race event by time trial or finish position in a heat race.

Seize When an engine fails due to excessive heat buildup.

Stoppie Riding on the front wheel only, usually under hard braking.

Thumper descriptive term regarding the deep exhaust note of a four-stroke motorcycle
engine.

Wheelie Riding on the rear wheel only, usually under hard acceleration.

Wrench Slang for mechanic.

Works Refers to parts being tested in competition by a manufacturer.
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Over the years, a number of motorcycle manufacturers have made their mark in this all-
American series. However, none have been as successful as America’s largest manufacturer,
Harley-Davidson. Since 1972, Harley-Davidson has captured a record 24 championships.

AMA Harley-Davidson Sportster Performance Championship 

The Harley-Davidson 883cc Sportster engine has more than 35 years of history behind it.
Now known as the "evolution motor," the 883cc made its debut on the 1957 Harley-
Davidson Sportster and has been continuously developed and refined up to its present-day
use. 

The widespread availability and affordability of the 883cc made it well suited as a racing
motor, and in 1993 the AMA created the Harley-Davidson 883cc National Dirt Track Series.
In 1998, the Harley-Davidson Motor Company acquired name-in-title sponsorship rights to
the 883cc National Series, and the series was renamed as the Harley-Davidson Sportster
Performance Series.

The AMA Harley-Davidson Sportster Performance Series provides an opportunity for up-and-
coming dirt trackers to excel at the sport without making the large financial commitment
required to field a competitive AMA Grand National-level machine. Harley-Davidson Sportster
Performance races are most often a part of the program at AMA Progressive Insurance Flat
Track Championship events.

AMA National Hot Shoe Series

Prior to 1997, riders seeking a career in professional flat track competition worked their way
up through a system of amateur and pro-am competitions until they had accumulated
enough points to graduate to professional competition in the AMA Regional or 600cc
Championship Dirt Track Series. In 1997, the AMA Regional and 600cc Championship Series
were consolidated into the AMA National Hot Shoe Series, providing a cohesive national
advancement series for professional dirt-track racers.

The AMA National Hot Shoe Series now serves as the last rung on the ladder for riders
aspiring to compete in the AMA Harley-Davidson Sportster Performance or AMA Grand
National Championship Series. The AMA National Hot Shoe Series features motorcycles 
produced by a variety of manufacturers racing in 505cc Expert and Pro Sport classes, and
750/1000cc, and 883cc Expert classes. 

Fans at AMA National Hot Shoe races witness all the action and drama of pro dirt-track 
racing, and look on as tomorrow’s Grand National Champions hone their talents. AMA 
Grand National and Harley-Davidson Sportster Performance riders are eligible for 
competition in National Hot Shoe Series races, and fans are often treated to appearances 
by these top riders.
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